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High  lights  of  the  vreek;' s summary:  Progra.ras  and  practices  for  meeting  the  feed- 
sup'-'ly  situation;  biggest  sweet'oota.t o production  in  Jiistcry  in  one  State;  a hlan  to 
save  mileage  in  livestock  transportation;  renorts  on  farm  labor,  dairy  production, 
home  food  supuly,  and  nutrition. 
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LOUISIANA 
October  1,  19^3 


Farm  me^nao^er. -All-out  activities  - in  recruiting  100,000  harvesters  for  cotton,  rice, 
and  sugarcane  crous'  engaged  Extension  Service  throughout  month.  Each  agent  in  64 
narishes  undertook  farm  mobilization  program  to  suuulement  hiring  of  labor’ through 
regular  channels,  under  direction  of  extension  State  supervisor  of  farm  labor, 
mannower  required' for  commodity  ■rePuirements  was  enrolled  in  each  area.  Although 
extension  authorities  felt  that  use  of ■ war  prisoners  vras  not  solution  to  harvesting 
uroblem,  they  took  steps  toward  having  territorial  limitations  • removed  from  i-rar 
urisoner  regulations.  Ihem  also  recommended  establishm.ent  of  urisoner  camus  a.t 
designated  mlaces'  in  rice,  cotton, and  sugancane  areas,  vrhere  buildings  might  be 
converted  readily  into  fempora.ry  housing  qua.rters.  Indications  were  that  camuaign 
would  uroduce  sufficient  help  to  harvest  virtually  all  crops,  vmich  are  larger- in 
State  than  for  many  years. 

Livestock  feed. -To  pro'^ide  against  threatened  shortage  of  feed  for  339 » 000  head  of 
dairm;  cattle  and  1,' 265, 000  head  of  beef  cattle,  extension  specialists  conducted 
campaign  for 'mlanting  supplementary  pastures  in  livestock  areas.  Dairy  farmers 
agreed  to  sovf  oats  in  September  and  plant  clovers  in  October  and  iovember,  to  cro- 
vide  about  l/2  acre  for  each  dairy  cow.  Ohis  year,  it  is  estimated, ■ Louisiana 
dairymen  win  produce  over  700,000  pounds  of  milk  against  670,000  pounds  last  year. 
Beef  cattlemen  throughout -State  were  active  in  planting  grains  and  proteins  to 
provide  against  shortages. 

Sv^eetpotatoes . -This  year ' s .sweetpotato  harvest  is  expected  to  b^  ov^-r  8,000,000 
bushels,  largest  in  history 'in' state.  Extension  horticulturists  aided  growers  in 
protecting  crop  by  giving  systematic  instructions  in  handling,  storing,"  grading,  ’ 
f-nd  marketing.  .Because  of  large ' number  of  farmers  'growing  sweetpotatoes  for  first 
time,  meetings  v^ere  held  throughout  growing  area,  besides  vudespread  distribution 
of  literature,  radio  broadcasts,  and  newspa.per  publicity.  Effort  included  publica- 
tion of  50,000  copies  of  wa.rtime  leaflet. 
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”?ood.  for  Victory  ?8ir"  .-Extension  v^orkers  coo'oerated  vith  ex'oeriinent  station  staff 
in  nla.ns  for  visual  deucnstration  of  fcod-uroduction  ‘orosrarn  through  '’?ood  for 
Victory  Fair''  at  Donaldsonville , "beginning  October  1.  Fair  includes  exhibits  to 
shov^  uroduction  a,nd^  nreservation  of  neat — curing,  canning,  and  quic’^  freezing. 
Sugarc-ne-grovring:  de'ionstra.tion  illustrates  reconqended  varieties  for  different 
tyoes  of  soil,  reconnended  uractices  for  borer  control,  cryolite,  dusting  for  in- 
sect control,  an:  methods  of  combating  mosauc  and  chloratic  streak  diseases. 
Processes  for  dehydrating  fruits  and  vegetables,  including  machinery  and  equipment, 
are  shoi-n.  kconomica.l  s'-'eet ootato  shredder,  developed  by  a.gricultural  engineering 
deoartment,  for  use  in  dehydrating  sv'eetpotatoes  for  livestock  feed,  is  exhibited, 
kntomolog?^  exhibit  featnres  truck  cron  and  garden  insect  control,  with  emuhasis'  on 
Victory  'J-arden  dusts.  _ Puruose  of  fair  is  to  aid  food  uroducersi  both  at  home  and'- 
on  the  farm.’  • . ■ • , 

.JSSOURI 

Sentember  1,  19^-3 

Farm  lobor.-Kot,  dr?''  wpa.ther  started  cotton-nicking  season  ahea.d  of  time,  and  sev- 
eral hundred  cotton  •oic’’.ers  had  to  be  recriiited  on  short  notice.  Demand  will  reach 
peek  in  la.te  Sentember  vrken  several  thousa.nd  extra  ■Dic]':ers  vull  be  needed.  Coun- 
ties a.dioining  issouri's  cotton  belt  are  .mobilizing  all  available  v^orkersmto  send 
to  cottonfields . In  cotton  area  itsel"^,  men,  V'omen, . and  children  are  helping  in 
ha.rvest . ' . - . ■ ■ • ■ '■  • ■ • 

Survey  made  by  co'imt?'  agents  showed  need,  for  several  hundred  a.uiqle  nickers.  'Most' 

0’"'  then’ are  being  recr’'i.ited  from  a.nple-growing  counties- but  cities  and  nea.rby  area 
Vfere  called  un(*n  for  Fd-:litional 'vrorkers.  ...  -.  - . ■ " 

■:?o  meet  increasingly  urgent  demand  for  dair.y  v'orkers,  a number  of  tov-’n : vromen  are 
being  recruited  "nd  trained  for  placing  on  commercial  dairy  . fprms . 

Feed  s up"'  1 v . -k' e e t i n g s on  immediate  measures  to  sunnlement  ava.ilable  feed  sunnlies'-- 
have  been  held  in  all  narts  of  State.  Usual  summer  conferences  on  soils  and  crons 
were  devoted  to  forestalling  threatened  deficit  of  grain,  for-age,  and  nrotein  'con-  ^ 
centra'tes.  State 'sneci^lists,  count.]’'  agents,  bnd  neighborhood  leaders  exnlauned'  ’’ 
serious 'nature  of  feed  situation  and  'discussed  things  that  could  be  done  at  once 
and  t-h-rough  early  fall  to  nroduce  additional  feed  euickly.  Practice's  emnha s'ized"  - ' 
wen©:  ' • ' ....  * - • ' ■ 

1. ';  Out'  all  remaining  hay  crons  a.t  stage  of  .highest . feeding  value  and  handle-  to ' 

nr'eve-nt  v-^aste.  . , ' 

2.  Seed  fall  grains  earl.y;  including  v.’he--t  in  areas  designated  b.y  extension 

survey  as  having  negligible  Kessian-fly  infestation.  . ' . ih 

3.  Increase- acrea-ges  of  fall-seeded,  sm^^'ll.  gr-in  for  both  -pasture  F’nd.  grain.. 

4.  Use  f ertilizer- to  increase  yield  of  .sm.ril  grains, for  pasture,  hay , • and  .g-r^^ in.  "- 

Ad6Pt  grazing  pr^'cticefe'  tha.t  ’'’ill  .ipcnerpe.- acre  output  - of  m-ea  t,  milk,' ' and: 
othe'r' livestock  nroducts.  ’ ....  ' h‘ ''  ' « 
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Soil  conservation. '-Sixteen  Perry  County  farmer-s  turned  in_reuorts  on.  .5  years  of 
service  as  coTTixTiunlty  'demonstrators  of  good  soil-building- practices,  including  use 
of  TVA  ohosohate  in  balanced  farming  system.-  All  reported  ■that-.limej  -ohosuhate, 
and  leaumes,  used' consi  stehtly  over ' 5-year' oe-riod.  .'.ha-ve  greatly  increased  produc- 
tive capacity  of  land,  immense ' gains  v,rere  realized 'through  imorovement  o.f  T>a.s-7 
tures.  Livest oc'^-carrydng  capacity  now  is' about  double  that  of  5 y^ars  ago,  and. 
most  of  demonstrators  have  actually  doubled  their  livestock-  numbers.  A few  are 
olo’-ring.  under  clover  for  further  basic  imorovernent  of  la.nd,  La.bor  saving  is  ano- 
ther benefit  re'oorted  by  fully  -half  of  demonstra'tors,  de.soit-e  -fact  that  new.  system 
has  reouired  su'rve?"  of  fields,  changing  of  fences,-  soreadin^  lime  and -.phosohat e,. 
a.nd  handling'  larger  numbers  of  livestock.' 

pQ'me  food  suouly.'-Po'bd "production,  ’preservation,  and  utilization . were . keynotes  of 
i.'itensive  ’ 'orknrogra.m  of  rura-.l  -women  ' of --Pettis  County.  ■ Work . Included  cara'oaign 
for  fall  gardens,  -mOnth-long' activity  in.  food  ’-'reservation,  and  systematic  stud?.- 
in  hutri-t.'on  coiirses.  horde- economics  extension  clubs  of  county-  were  represented  by 
112  members  enrolled  in  'Re^',  Cross  nutrition  courses. -.  .3y  end  of  August,  59  certifi- 
cates for  ■'-■'ork  completion  had  been 'av/arded  en'd  6 classes-.were  still  in  progress. 
Campaign  for  ;<^all  gar-dens  v;as  opened  by  siy.  sectional  meetings  held  simultaneously 
■unc  er  .ioint  leaders.hip  of  Extension,  v'oraen's  clubs,  Farm  Security  supervisors,  and 
vocational  agriculture  instructors.  In  canning  clinics  and  demonstrations,  l'42 
-pressure  cookers  ''fere  tested.  ' Por  ^-ree.ks,  county  extension, of  "ice  was  besi.eged^ 
vrit  h calls  for  additiCiial- informa.ti on ' on  canning  — sometimes  from  6 in  morning 
till  10  at  nialnt.  ‘ . ...  , ^ 

Soone  County  extension  staff  continued  through  summer  weekly  broa.dcasts  from  radio 
station  K'rPU  on  food  production',  preservation,  storage,  and  utiliza.tion.  Steadily 
increasing  nurab'ers  of  co  -ments  a.nd  inquiries  from  listeners  indicate  bj’oadcasts 
reach  many  families  in  Columbia  and  throughout  county,  ■.  -Broa,h-ca.sts  have  also  stimu- 
lated greater  'intefCst  in  series  of-  home-economics-  leader-training  .meetings,  ,a,nd 
general  meetings  on’ -oroducing- and  serving  ■ food. 

h^'-j  kork. -feature  of  Au'gu.st  program  , in  i-Iisso-uri  consisted  of  l6  district 

round-u-.'S  of  county  ^-h  Club  -'''■inners,  club  -'residents,  leaders,  and  elected  dele- 
gates. Pach  district  was  mhde  u'  of host  county  and  adjoining  couiities..  In  .this 
series  of  all— day  raeetings  from  '1:3^  a.m.  to  9’*3Q  1,521  club  me-aber?  a.rid 

575  leaders  'iid  parents,  from  total  of ' IO9  • counties,  participated.  Mornings  were 
■given  to  contests  in  de-ponstration,-  judging,  hea.lth, -p.nd  grooming.  -.In  afternoons 
delegation  was  divided  into  four  group  discussion  sections  for  club  Presidents, 
leaders,  boys,  and  girls.  Style'  dress.,  revue  opened  evening  program,  followed,  by 
a-’.'ra.rdi  '.g  of  honors,  singing,  and  entertainment,.  CSach  round-'UP  closed  vmth  candle- 
lightin.g  ceremony. 

.kbo'it  95  "ercent  of  the  277  members. o'f  k-~E  Clubs  in  Henry  County  this  summer  'pa.r- 
.ticioatod  in  achievement  programs  and  other  county-vdde  events,  including  exhibi- 
tion and  jud-ging  of  foods--,  "clothing,  • poultry,,  and  livestock.  Among  ma.jor  'P-.H 
eve.-pts  were  a ■ 'V'ictof y fryer  s’lot-p  at' which  birds-  v^e re  exhibited,  and  sold  1 cent 
a.'T90und  above  market  -price  mlus  prizes,  vron;'-.  lamb  and  v,rool  shovr;  and  hatching-egg 
show  of'  S4  e.Thibits  .'"nd-  22  in-divid'asl  demon  s.t  rat  ions  on  selecting  hatching  eggs. 
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Pour  brothers  who  are  Club  members  in  Barton  Countv  did  well  vrith  v^estern  ewes 
this  year  and  are  starting  new  year's  work  vuth  larger  exoerience  and  ca-nital.  ^ 

These  boys,  'Robert,'  Donald,  Ronald,  and  Leland  Selvey,  started  last  fall  with  'S 
ev/es  that- Cost' $102.  They  still  have,  these  ewes,  and  3 e’"e  lanbs,  a,fter  selling 
■725'  ’'^orth  of  wool  and  -275  '■■''orth  of  la,mbs.  Their  wool  cliu  was  75  'oounds,  and 
their  meat  sales  consisted-  of  5 Is'tibs  vreighing  51Q  Practically  all  of  feed 

used  v7a.s''grown  on  Selvey  farm.  • ' 

Livestock  tra.hs"-ortation. -1  million  truck  miles  vrill  be  saved  in  hauling  livestock 
tO' -market'  from  10  nortlr-'est  . Issouri  , co^ont ies  this  fall  and  winter,  if  ulans 
rece.ntly  made  by  local  committees  are  carried  out.  Committees  met  ^-Ith  representa- 
tives of  Txtension  and  ODT  and  v'orked  out  livestock  trans-i'iortation  urogra.m  for  each 
county.  Arrangements  '-'ere  made  for  listing  livestock'  in  advance  tC‘ aid  in  ula.nning 
loa.ds  so  that  mick-up  mileage  ’''ill  be  reduced,  cross  hauls  and  back  hauls  short- 
ened, and  hauling  of  ■martial  loads  to  terminal  markets  avoided.  Back  hauls  of 
necessary  freight  ’"ill  also  be  made  from  terminal  markets.  Committees  estimate 
these  "'•rocedures  should  save  about  8 percent  of  former  mileage  in  trans-'^orting 
stock  to  market,  anr  parhaus  several  .'lillion  truck  miles  in  getting  goods  from 
terminal  market  back  to  the  country. 

Poultry . -After  mailing  2Q'^-,000  '.ost  cards  in  campaign  to  save  feed,  county  agents 
held  culling  and ' summer- ■’-''nagement  meetings.  Culling  v'as  \irged  as  safe  measure  for 
bri' ,'in.r  uoultry  members  into  better  relation  to  feed 'sUmolies,  and  vaccination  as 
means  of  reducing  mortality  fro'^i  fo’"l  "oy,  Thf  y also  e -nonstrated  I'm^rovement  of 
eaul  ■'"'.'nt  to  cons-rv*-  ft-  ~d  and  ■nrevant  loss-s  fro'm  dis-'ase  next  fall  and  '-'inter. 

In  Christian  County,  contest  s con'ucted  to  encoura.ge  better  noultry  management, 
’"eed  • dealers  oocrierated  by  sU'''''''er  ran-ge  feeders  of  approved  design  to  cus- 

to-'iers  turning-  in  best  sets  of  ans'''ers  to  poultry  ouiz  based  on  extension  poultry 
"ordd’ac  ticri  clieck  she^^t.  In  countiss,  druc-jists  and  veterinarians"  re'^ort 

l''“rgeist  demand  'in  their  experience-  for  fo'>'l  pox-. vaccine  an"  vaccination. 

.jair  '-roclucti on . entv  ye-nrs  of  intensive  v^ork  on  improvement  of  dair''’  herds  and 
ecu' 'maent , drvelo"'- 'u-nt  of  all--’'ear  pasture  systems,  and  encouragement  of  mil'- 
prcces?in-"  pl"n.ts  have  ■lace'’',  dairv  industry  State  in  position  to  be  of  immense 
service  in  '••’ar  food  Pro-'''uctio.'...  'issouri  nov'  produces  more  than  40  million  pounds 
o:^  cheese  a.  V'-^^r  and  is  in  third  place  among  cheese  States.  Since  192^J — about  the 
timr  issouri  xteusion  Service  started  its  drives  for  smrolenentary  pastures  and 
la.r-'e  output  of  better  cuality  ailk--number  of  cheese  factories  in  Stale  has  in- 
crease--"', from,  1 to  51.  ^-.nnual  output  of  Cheddar  cheese  ivas  grov'h  from  250* 000 
pounds  in  1924  to  40, 4o6, 00'''-  pounds  in  1942.  • ‘ ' 

iGb  tori: 

September  25,  19-*^3 

Tar-m  labor. -It  is  no'-'  estimated  thal.  30,000  additional;  emergency  farm  V'orkers  will 
be  needed  to  harvest  1943  crc's.  Chances  cf  getting  these  workers  from  a..mong  ya.- 
cationists,-  meri  and  v'o.men  released  fTom  industry,  hoys  and  girls  released  from 
schools,  and  some  more  im-'orted  foreign  labor  seem  fairly  good.  Responses  to 
e.p.ergency  calls  heve  been  prompt  and  '"illing  in  most  cases.  ’>ny  industrial 
v'orkers  of  rural  ori '.in  h'=ve  been  giving  4 to  6 hours  a.  day  on  farms  in  addition 
to  rPr.ula.r  snift  in  industrial  jobs 
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Termei's  ih  thter-  centi*?!  ITevr  York  counties  ha.ye  agreed  to  try  Japanese  workers 
from  Relocation  Adjninistration.  3efoi*e  reoorting  on  farT-is*  they  will  receive  some 
training  at  a State  secondary  school. 

La.st  fall,  16,000  school  hoys  ana  tirls  helped  V'ith  harvest.  This  fall,  more 
tha.n  23*000  a,re  v^orking  several  hours  a day  or  are  released  for  short  periods. 

They  nick  a.u'oles,  potatoes,  to  '^atoes,  and  other  fruits  and  vegeta.hles,  harvest 
silage  corn,  and  help  with  other  field  v-ork. 

In  lov^er  'udson  Valley,  250  hew  lord  Git’"  no?  icemen  and  firemen,  on  vacation,  are 
expected  to  help  harvest  ample  crom.  Jamaicans,  Bahamians,  and  others  are  being 
shov'n  how  to  oick  ap’oles  hy  means  of  color  film  prepared  from  shots  taken  this 
fall  on  early  varieties.  In  I5  minutes  fil.i  wives  more  and  better  instruction  than 
could  be  given  cuickly  in  any  other  vre.y. 

Feed  su’ooly.- State  'Jmer,;'ency  Food  Oommission  has  recommended  that:  (l)  Feeders  and 
feed  handlers  v^ork  out  voluntarv  feed,  rationing,  (2)  esta.blished  dairy  and  poultry 
fa.rms  be  supulied  v'ith  feed  first,  and  (3)  commission  attempt  to  get  maximum  im^ 
ports  of  Canad-ian  rrain, 

Extension  Service  is:  (l)  Presentin',  Problem  and  cause  to  farmers,  (2)  keeping;  the'-" 
informed  of  changes  in  feed  situation,  and  (3)  recom  lending  current  practices  to 
help  to  ease  next  winter’s  inevitable  d.ifficulties  v'hen  poultrymen  and  cairymen 
make  effort  to  get  maximum  production  of  milk  and.  eggs. 

'hilk  orod.uction  cost_s. -Fecentl'/  conoleted  study  for  year  ended  in  April  I2U3, based 
on  farm-to-farm  su.rvey  in  four  v^idsl:/  se'parated.  but  intensive  railk-nrod.ucing  coun- 
ties, shovred  average  cost  of  a hundredveigh" , as  companed  vuth  ^2.07  in  IQ^O, 

Farm  wa,-;es  had.  increased  from  ’'46  a "■'.ont  h in  July  1939  io  jG  in  July  19'^3*  G-rain 
WPS  figiiued  at  hay  at  Jll,  ''nid  silage  at  ^55  a ton.  During  period  19^2-43, 

a.verapp  price  received  for  milk  wa.s  >‘2.90*  which  means  farm.ers  get  33  cents  an  hour 
for  their  vrork.  These  returns  to  labor  on  dairv  farm.s,  together  with  expected  feed- 
grain  shortage,  point  to  decrease  in  milk  production  this  v/inter. 

Foods  and  nutrition, -To  sup-mlement  regular  extension  staff  so  P-s  to  bring  nutrition 
urogram  to  up-State  cities  and  urban  areas,  24  home  economists  have  been  employed, 
i'utrit  ionists  have  had  to  work  slowly,  making  contacts  '••ith  count?/  and  cit?,^  nutri- 
ti'^n  committees,  and  other  agencies  already  carr.ying  on  nutrition  programs,  &.n6. 
"ilanning  w.pere  their  contribution  to  entire  program  would  be  most  effective.  While 
i-'-in.’  these  contacts,  they  have  started  newspaper  and  radio  v'ork,  have  trained 
lrrr,,'rs  to  teach  food  preservation  and.  Preparation,  and  have  given  demonstrations 
in  foods  and  nutrition. 

vr under  wa.?/  include:  "^ood  Preservation;  home  storage  of  food;  school  limches 
ItlTiCh-box  projects  :*^or  industrial  workers;  campaign  to  prevent  food  vraste;  nutrition 
talks  for  organized  groups;  heloing  with  food,  ulans  for  farm  labor  canros;  teaching 
nevi-  users  of  freezer-lockers  effective  meti’ods  of  freezing  home-grovu  foods;  testing 
Pressure-cooker  gauges;  teaching  effective  use  of  Victory  canners;  serving  on  county 
audcity  nutrition  committees;  holding  canning  clinics  end.  d e-aonstr'' tions  at  Victory 
Garden  shows;  planning  nutrition  'orogr-ms  to  reach  industrial  workers,  residents  of 
Arwy  -oosts.,  .school  children,  and  their  ua.rents.  Organization  and  administrati on  of 
emergenc.y  'orogram  hav-  been  handicapped  by  delay  in  receiving  equipment  and  supplies 
..'lergencv  nutritionists  have  had  to  borrow  both  suu-olies  and  equipment  from  county 
c’-nd  cit.v  extension  of-^ices.  Wor'<’ing  under  ti' ese  disadva.ntages  with  little  secretar- 
ial help,  nutritionists  have  accomplished  much  more  than  was  ex?aec^ed. 


